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Some of the water you use every day has probably traveled 

great distances and over high mountain ranges before reaching 

your faucet. This is because water is not always where we need 

it. In California, most of the rain and snowfall is in the north. But 

most of the people live in the south. The solution is to distribute 

the water to where it is needed through delivery systems such 

as the State Water Project (SWP).

The SWP delivers water from Lake Oroville in the north to the 

San Francisco Bay area, the San Joaquin Valley, and Southern 

California. Water from Oroville �rst �ows through rivers and 

other natural channels, then travels through a system of 

reservoirs, pumping and hydroelectric power plants, pipelines 

and canals. The SWP is one of many delivery systems built for 

carrying water from areas where it is collected to areas 

where it is needed for homes, farmlands, industries, 

recreation, and the environment.

Waterways

California Department of Water Resources   •   1-800-272-8869   •   water.ca.gov
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